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In atime of fragmentation, ASEAN stands out as a rare economic bright spot because it"s leveraging global
uncertainty into a strategic advantage.

The future of trade is under threat from rising protectionism, and prevailing narratives about the end of
globalization. The RCEP trade agreement is a beacon for the future of

By 2030, ASEAN"s digital economy is expected to more than double to $560 billion. But obstacles in the
region remain, such as funding for small businesses.

ASEAN"s fragmented reaction to US tariffs shows the need for greater solidarity and shared economic
mechanisms - something shared by regional blocs across the world.

Have you read? ASEAN at 50: What does the future hold for the region? Trade, entrepreneurship and the
future of ASEAN"s economy Everything you need to know about the World

The current period of geopolitical transformation presents opportunities and risks for countries worldwide, but
perhaps none more so than ASEAN.

East Asia has been transformed by the achievements of ASEAN, and yet the greatest challenges still lie ahead.

ASEAN DEFA is now poised to become the world"s first region-wide agreement focused exclusively on
digital economy governance. Unlike digital provisions embedded in broader trade

The resilience of ASEAN depends on investing in innovation, digital transformation and advanced
manufacturing, as well as degpening regional cooperation.

Timor-Leste"s entry into ASEAN in October 2025 shows how strong partnerships can deliver progress even in
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challenging times, writes the Forum"s Joo-Ok Lee.

ASEAN leads in the Intelligent Age with innovation, sustainability and regiona stability, driving digital
growth, climate action and global collaboration.
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